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W E L C O M E

Welcome to the second issue of our free guides, which 
has been assembled to help you catch more carp 
through the coming months. Autumn is a great 

time of year to get on the bank and catch some carp. 
While autumn can be fruitful, we have collected 

some of the finest anglers in the land to reveal their 
top tips for getting the best out of this season.

Winter however, can be a tricky proposition and perhaps 
the hardest of all the seasons. Still, while it may be tough 
at times, there are ways of catching fish and we have some 
great tips inside that will help you put more on the bank.

Martin Bowler even explains how to catch some of the other species, 
which actually flourish in the winter. Tom Maker runs you through 
how to fish one of the most productive and popular complexes in the 
country, Linear Fisheries. Scott Lloyd reveals his top tips on maggot 
fishing, plus so much more to complete our information-packed guide.

 
Best of luck for the forthcoming 
seasons and we will back with 
another information-packed 
free guide in the spring.

Dan Wildbore
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S ilt is decaying organic 
matter that builds up 
on the lake bed over 

a number of years. Most 
lakes have silt deposits, 
and even if your lake has a 
clay bottom, there will be a 
layer of silt sitting over it.

The siltiest lakes are often 
shallow and sheltered with 
a murky tint to them. Other 
lake types, such as gravel 
pits, have a build-up of silt 
at the back of bars, around 
large weed beds, or even 
under snags and bushes. 
Silt pockets are often more 
attractive than other areas 
of the lake bed because of 

the amount of natural food 
they hold. However, this can 
cause some headaches when 
it comes to how to set up 
to fish effectively over it!

There are a few things that 
you can do to give you a better 
chance of catching carp while 
fishing in silt. I like to cast out 
a lead tied to braided main 
line and pull it back to feel the 
makeup of the lake bed more 
clearly. Silt often registers 
smoothly, with the occasional 
bump indicating small bits 
of debris. Once I have found 
a suitable smooth spot, I 
cast out an old rig to see if it 
picks up any twigs or leaves, 

giving me an idea of which 
presentation to fish over it. I 
like using pop-ups, presented 
on either a Hinged Stiff Rig 
or a Chod setup. This nestles 
neatly on top of bottom debris 
or any soft silt pockets, 
leaving the hook bait sitting 
proud and well presented. 

Silt has an extremely strong 
smell and the baits can sink 
into it , losing their visual 
advantage. To make sure 
that the carp can still find 
my bait, I like to use some 
glug to add some attraction 
to the area. This helps the 
carp to become aware that 
there is food out there.

How to Fish in Silt
Luke Vallory

L U K E  V A L L O R Y
F ISH IN S ILT

Once you have found a likely spot, 
try attaching an old rig; it will 
snag any debris that’s on the spot.

Add a fishy liquid, which will 
spread into the silt and pump out 
food signals to the carp.

Casting around with a bare lead 
on some braid gives a good 

indication of how firm the silt is.

Chod Rigs and Hinged Stiff 
Rigs are highly effective, 

especially in really soft silt.
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Glug the hook baits up 
in a fishy glug.

A helicopter system 
will present over most 
bottoms.

Pure Krill Liquid adds so 
much smell and attraction 

to the baits.

Boilie crumb with a 
balanced bait can fool 

the trickiest of carp.
HARVEST

The Autumn Harvest
Marcus Howarth

M A R C U S
H O W A R T H

Aside from spring, 
autumn is my favourite 
time of year to go carp 

fishing. With the surrounding 
vegetation fading with the 
temperatures, it is a truly 
magical time of year to be out. 

The carp can be very obliging 
too, often feeding hard in 
preparation for the months of 
inactivity. Some of my most 
memorable captures have 
come during the autumn and 
the fish are looking at their 
best, often at top weights and 
in their prime condition too.

It is at this time of year that 

I really do step up my angling. 
Boilies play a huge role in 
my fishing all-year-round, 
but I use them almost to the 
exclusion of anything else 
at this time of year. I would 
have been using The Krill all 
year and with success too, so 
I stick with the same bait. I 
do like to give them a fair bit 
too, but I do a few things to 
try and entice the fish to drop 
down onto the spot and feed.

Crumbing baits is a huge 
edge and releases so much 
attraction, and quickly too. 
Glugging boilies in liquid such 

as the Pure Krill will boost them, 
ensuring that they ooze all that 
fishy flavour into the lakebed 
for days. I like to glug my hook 
baits too, using either Hemp 
Oil or L-Zero 30T, or even better, 
both! Glugging releases so much 
scent from the bait that it’s 
hard for the carp to ignore it. 

When they are tricky to 
catch and are not necessarily 
feeding too hard, tipping your 
bottom bait with a bright pop-up 
is a real winner. I love the 
Pineapple & N’Butyric Pop-ups 
and have had numerous fish 
to over 40lb using them too.
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A cracking autumn 
caught 40lb mirror.



ACCURATE
AND EFFICIENT

S T E V E  C L I F F

Accurate and Efficient
Steve Cliff

8

the autumn. Last December, I 
actually managed 16 fish in one 
session, including four thirties 
to over 38lb. The key is to spod 
or Spomb as tight as you can. 
Leave the marker out there and 
try to get everything as close 
to the marker as you can. A few 
stray casts can make life a lot 
harder as they make the fish 
move around to find the food 

and, consequently, it takes 
longer for you to get a bite. 

I like to use a hook bait that 
will stand out slightly. I want 
them to hit my hook bait first, 
which is why I like using a 
balanced 12mm Krill White or 
Pink Pop-up. Small baits can 
be great, especially as the fish 
are wise and well-educated 
by this time of year. 

Autumn can be a tricky time 
of year; you can’t afford 
to make the mistakes 

that you might get away with 
in the summer! The fish will 
often be grouped up in large 
shoals and don’t tend to be 
bouncing around the lake like 
they do in the warmer months.

Once I’ve located the area 
in which the fish are spending 
time, I like to find a clean spot 
that the fish have clearly been 
feeding on. Once I’ve found 
one, I make sure to bait as 
accurately as I possibly can. 
I don’t want the fish to be 
moving around, trying to find 

the bait. I want it right there 
in front of the carp and for 
them to have to butt heads to 
get it, which means that they 
can be a lot easier to catch!

A really simple mix of 
Bloodworm Pellets, Krill 
boilies and Pure Krill Liquid 
has caught me loads of fish in 

9

Liquid food over the spot 
is a real winner, especially 

in the colder months.

A selection of smaller hook 
baits are good to take, 

especially on tricky lakes 
that see a lot of pressure.

Small bags of highly 
attractive pellets and 

Hemp Oil help pull the fish 
down to the hook bait.

Mark the lines with some 
elastic and get back out to 
the same spot every time.
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Bag a Whacker this Autumn
Myles Gibson

11

Adding liquids to baits is something that works all-year-round. A lot of my fishing is done in the 
silt and by adding fishy liquids to my boilies, all the attraction seeps out and hangs around the 
spot for a long time. I want as much smell as possible out there, especially with boilies. If the birds 
end up eating the bait, I know that the smell is still left on the spot for the carp to detect.

02: Glug ’em Up!

If you are targeting a water and want to introduce bait, pick somewhere that isn’t too popular 
with other anglers. Prebaiting is a huge advantage and adds another string to your bow 
when targeting bigger fish, but you don’t want others jumping on your hard work.

03: Bait The Neglected Areas
Location is very important, especially in the autumn. The fish often spend time in certain areas 
and can be there in numbers too. A good set of binoculars will allow you to see any shows that 
could be happening a long way out, or even patches of bubbles. The fish harvest certain areas, so 
note down where in the swim the fizzing is, which will reveal where you need to put the rigs.

01: Track Them Down→

→

→

BAG A

WHACKER
THIS AUTUMN

M Y L E S  G I B S O N

MYLES REVEALS HIS TOP TIPS TO OUTWIT BIG 
CARP AT THIS WONDERFUL TIME OF YEAR.

▶



Boilie crumb is one of the best baits going. Carp love feeding on boilie crumb, and the 
tiny fragments of bait will keep the carp visiting, and the birds frustrated! Crumb also 
acts as a great carrier for the liquids that you want to get down to the spot.

04: Crumb The Baits

12

Bag a Whacker this Autumn
Myles Gibson
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It is very important to use a rig that will reset should it be picked up. You want to keep the disturbance 
and casting to a minimum, so make sure you do what you can to keep the rig presented. The 
use of a stiffer hook link, balanced bait, or even an anti-tangle sleeve will help with this.

05: Stay Presented

To clean off the spots, I use a bit of particle mixed in with some pellets and Clusters. By 
using these, every species in the lake will be using the spot and clean it all off nicely. 
I have used Clusters all year now, and they are a staple part of my mix.

06: Clean With Clusters

The carp have probably been caught a few times already by the autumn and can be very cautious and on 
edge. I really do try hard to ensure that my lines are pinned down to the bottom. By adding blobs of putty 
to both the hook link and up the main line, it ensures that the fish don’t come into contact with my lines.

07: Pin It Down

PVA stringers must be one of the most underused tactics in fishing. They can 
be extremely effective, especially when cast at showing fish. They add further 
attraction around the hook baits, and ensure the rig doesn’t tangle.

08: Stringers To Showing Fish

I use fruity hook baits for a lot of my fishing, and they really come in their 
own in the colder months. I have always used them and find that they get 
me a lot more bites, especially when fishing over a baited area.

09: Cherry On Top

→

→

→

→

→

→



Four Species to Target
Martin Bowler
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I probably won’t be feeding 
as much bait at this time 
of year, so I want to draw 

the attention of my quarry 
and get the hook bait sucked 
up as quickly as possible. 

Fluoros, paste wraps and 
PVA mesh bags attached 
all achieve this, but there is 
another way. Take a Sticky 
Manilla boilie straight out of 

the bag, and tie it up inside 
a pair of brown tights. Then 
proceed to break the skin 
to release all the attractors 
inside. I place these hook 
baits in the glug for as long 
as possible to increase the 
‘eat me’ signals still further. 
By the time you come to 
use them, every part of the 
hook baits will be a carp 

magnet, and you can marvel 
at this wonderful prize in 
the bleakest of conditions.

▶

01▶CARP

14

FOUR SPECIES TO

TARGET
THIS AUTUMN
AND WINTER

M A R T I N  B O W L E R

01: Carp→

02: Chub→

03: Barbel→

04: Perch→
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Four Species to Target
Martin Bowler
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Chub don’t feed in the 
same manner as carp and 
barbel, which means the 

all-conquering bolt-rig-and-
hair combination loses its 
effectiveness. Yes, you will 
still catch chevins, but equally, 
savage pulls on the rod tip 
with no hook-up can send you 
mad! In fast flows, especially 
when fishing the far bank, 
you may have no option. The 
compression on a standard 
quiver tip severely compromises 

this approach, but in a general 
situation, where you are 
striking bites, forget about 
fishing carp-style this winter.

I team a rod with the lightest 
glass quiver tip I can get away 
with, and a fine-diameter 6lb 
line. The terminal arrangement 
is a paternoster supporting 
only just enough weight to hold 
bottom. I like it to occasionally 
shuffle along the riverbed, 
which looks very natural if I pay 
a large bow of line out directly 

after casting, and then the bait 
moves directly downstream in 
a straight line. The hook could 
be anything from a Size 6 to a 
14 (the colder it is, the smaller 
the hook) fished on a 2-4ft tail. A 
wide gape pattern is essential to 
avoid missed bites, with a large 
bait such as a pinch of Sticky’s 
Krill Paste. Notice there is no 
Hair Rig in sight, and I mould the 
bait around the shank. Follow 
suit and missed bites will be a 
thing of the past this winter!

02▶CHUB

▶
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Four Species to Target
Martin Bowler
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Floodwater barbel fishing 
is one of my favourite 
pursuits. When the 

Atlantic delivers a warm 
southwesterly front across 
the country, laden with 
rain-sodden clouds, I rub 
my hands and wait for the 
rivers to burst their banks. 
Water the colour of coffee 
spewing across farmland is 
my cue to grab the tackle and 

embark on a spot of wading. 
In such conditions, barbel 
rely heavily on their sense of 
smell, so to maximise your 
chances, it’s important to 
make what you are offering as 
smelly as possible. Glugs, bait 
sprays and paste wraps are 
all well worth considering, 
but I have another way 
that is rarely considered 
– the Method feeder.

It is vital that the mix 
you use is tacky enough 
to withstand the flow, and 
that is why I use Sticky’s 
Active Mix; it binds around 
the frame and only slowly 
becomes dislodged. Dampen 
with a combination of liquids 
available and river water, and 
then sprinkle in a few pellets 
or crushed boilies to make a 
mix no barbel could ignore.

03▶BARBEL

▶
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Four Species to Target
Martin Bowler
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04▶PERCH

Dick Walker once said 
‘The biggest of all fish 
is the perch’ and I find 

it hard to disagree with him.  
A specimen is an impressive 
creature with its tiger stripes 
and blood red tail fin, more 
than enough to get you out 
fishing on a winter’s day.   

However, your first question 
has to be where do you go?

Big perch can pop up 
absolutely anywhere but in the 
modern era the commercial 
carp lake has produced more 
than any other type of venue 
and the good news is there 
is highly likely to be one near 

you.  Assuming this has solved 
your location issue the next 
problem is how to fish it.  

Generally commercials 
tend to be very coloured so 
lures and live baits might be 
useless for the vast majority of 
the season because they rely 
heavily on visual attraction.  
Scent is your greatest weapon 
in this situation with worm, 
casters and maggots being 

highly attractive.  Chop these up 
together and there is no perch 
in the land that can resist such 
a mix, unfortunately they have 
an Achilles Heel as well – small 
fish.  In this situation I will still 
feed the said bait but use a 
cooked prawn as a hook bait, 
its size and texture prevents 
unwanted attention.  To increase 
the scent trail still further why 
not try soaking them in Krill 

liquid, which, I assure you, is not 
only attractive to carp.  The Krill 
active mix can also be used in 
a slop form to produce a highly 
attractive cloud in your swim.  
This is a deadly tactic when 
pole fishing as you can cup the 
mixture exactly over your float.

So why not go in search 
of this wonderful fish and 
see why Walker was so 
impressed by them?



SINGLES
AND STICKS
J O E  A T K I N S O N

Singles and Sticks
Joe Atkinson
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0 1→
Start off by adding some small 2.3mm 
Bloodworm Pellets to a tub.

S T E P  -  B Y  -  S T E P

0 2→

Then add some Krill Powder. This stuff 
stinks and the fish love it.

0 3 0 4→→

Single hook baits are one 
of the most underused 
tactics, but they’re among 

the most successful too. That 
is especially true when it gets 
really cold, because the carp 
won’t be looking to eat too 
much food, thanks to their 
slowing metabolism. It is at this 
time when a single, high-attract 
hook bait works so well.

If I have seen fish showing 
in an area, then three single 
hook baits will give me 
the best chance of a bite. 
I use Signatures, which 
smell lovely and fruity, 
and they have worked so 
well for me in the past.

There is often a lot of 
bottom debris about during 
the winter, so using a pop-up 
rig that presents well over 
this is required. I use the 
Hinged Stiff Rig which, when 
combined with a Helicopter 

arrangement, allows the pop-up 
to sit over the top of the debris. 

Another great way of getting 
smell and attraction around 
the hook bait is to use small 
PVA sticks. By using these, 
you can create a huge amount 
of smell and taste, but very 
little food content. A mix of 
some Bloodworm Pellets, Krill 
Powder and Hemp Oil will 
create a great-smelling mix. The 
Bloodworm Pellets are very low 
in oil, which is perfect for the 
winter, but they leak off so much 
attraction on their own. The Krill 
Powder acts as the base to the 
mix because, not only does it 
pack a really potent smell, it is 
also a deep-red colour and very 
visible on the bottom. To mix it 
all together, I use Hemp Oil. It 
doesn’t congeal in the colder 
water and releases subtle nutty 
aromas that the fish simply 
love at all times of the year.

S I N G L E  H O O K  B A I T

22

The bottom is still littered 
with debris, but a Hinged 
Stiff Rig can be presented 
well on most bottoms.

Now add some Hemp Oil, which is 
perfect at all times of the year, and it 
disperses even in the coldest of water.

Give it a little mix around and there you 
have it; a superb little mix that gets 
bites anywhere.



BOOST
YOUR MAGGOTS

S C O T T  L L O Y D

25

0 1→

Start with a bucket  and add a pint
of casters to the mix.

S T E P  -  B Y  -  S T E P

0 2→

Then add some Pure Krill Liquid, just 
enough to coat them.

0 3
Then introduce either The Krill 
Powder or Active Mix.

0 4→
You are left with Krilled maggots, a 
killer winter tactic.

→

B O O S T  M A G G O T S

24

Boost your Maggots
scott Lloyd

It’s at this time of the year 
when maggots can become 
extremely effective. The 

cold is setting in and the fish 
turn to naturals after a season 
of filling their bellies with 
highly nutritional boilies and 
pellets. When all else fails, 
maggots are my go-to tactic, 
and on some lakes, they can 
completely dominate. 

It was only when I first 
started fishing Oxford that I 
realised their effectiveness. 
Maggots used to be a real edge 
but now lots more anglers 
seem to use them, and in large 
volumes too. This is when you 
need to think about making a 
few tweaks in order to give your 
bait that little edge over the rest.

When I’m making up a mix 
to get them out there, I add 
a few products that the fish 
really love. First up are casters, 

which are superb bait and 
very underused. Make sure 
you keep them in a sealed 
bag, so no air can get to them 
at all. I add roughly a pint of 
casters to every eight pints 
of maggots. Then, I add some 
Pure Krill Liquid and make sure 
the maggots and casters have 
a light coating, before adding 
some Krill Powder or Active Mix. 

Krill has been a superb bait 
additive for match anglers 
for years now, and when you 
assemble this mix you can 

see why. Although it can be 
a messy business, the best 
way to get the mix out to the 
spot is by Spombing. It keeps 
all the liquid and powder 
intact all the way out until it 
impacts the water, when it 
releases so much attraction 
and draws fish into the area. 

In regards to hook baits, you 
don’t need to fish them on the 
hair. I have had just as much 
success using small, bright 
pop-ups, often tipped with a 
plastic maggot as hook baits.

The Spomb is the most 
effective way of creating a 

tightly baited area.

A near-40lb common 
caught over a bed of 

boosted maggots.
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In-Depth Guide to Fishing Linear Fisheries
Tom Maker

L inear Fisheries has been 
like my second home in 
recent years; I absolutely 

love the place. Come rain or 
shine, sun or snow, there is 
always a lake that is fishing 
well, so blanking is a rarity, 
should you get it right. 

I did a fair bit of fishing on 
the complex last winter, and 
it was rather successful. The 
lakes get a little bit quieter in 

the colder months, so getting 
on the fish is a lot easier than 
it would be in the spring.

I always arrive with an open 
mind, and I suggest you do too. 
If you have a plan for fishing a 
certain swim on a particular 
lake, this might not be possible 
and you will feel dejected 
before you even start fishing. 

All the lakes fish in the winter, 
although some are harder than 

others. The Brasenose lakes are 
perhaps the easiest, as both 
are extremely heavily stocked. 
I tend to fish a couple of ways 
across all the lakes. Firstly, 
if it is really cold with high 
pressure and there aren’t many 
fish coming out, I would be 
thinking about trying a few zigs. 

A few zigs in the right area can 
be really productive, and I have 
done really well by fishing them 

IN-DEPTH GUIDE TO

FISHING
L INEAR

FISHERIES
T O M  M A K E R

exclusively in the past. Last 
winter though, we were blessed 
with some superb weather and, 
fortunately for me, I was armed 
with the now-released Manilla. 

When the fish are feeding, 
I think there is nothing more 
effective than a combination 
of the Manilla and sweetcorn. 
I soaked my boilies in some 
water and Cloudy Manilla prior 
to my session, so when I arrived 

the baits were really soft. It 
was a way of aiding digestion, 
meaning that the carp could eat 
and digest much quicker than 
they would do with a dry bait. 
It worked well, mainly because 
the fish were eating it almost on 
the drop. I witnessed a friend 
catch both the Big Plated and 
Big Common, both over 45lb, 
and each one on the Manilla. 

I was fishing simple Hinged 

Stiff Rigs, either with a Manilla 
or Signature 16mm pop-up. 
I had a superb session on St 
Johns Lake in January, which 
resulted in over 20 fish, two 
being over 30lb. Such was my 
confidence in this combination 
that I took it on to Manor, 
which is one of the notoriously 
tricky lakes on the complex.

Despite little being caught 
on there, I gave it a go and was 

The Manilla completely 
dominated the complex 
last winter.

▶

The Brasenose lakes are 
always a good place to 
catch big fish.



It was clear that the fish were eating 
the boilies, despite it having been 
dominated by maggots in the past.
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In-Depth Guide to Fishing Linear Fisheries
Tom Maker

Conventional tactics 
such as small bright 
hook baits work well.

Soaking Manilla in water and 
mixing with corn makes a 

highly-digestible mix.

A cracking St Johns 
thirty, part of a January 

hit of over 20 fish.

Hinged Stiff Rigs, 
Signatures and Manilla – 

firm favourites for Tom.

pleasantly surprised. I ended 
up with nine fish in a couple 
of nights, including a nice 31lb 
mirror, a stunning 25lb common, 
and one of the best-looking 
fish I have ever caught; a 29lb 
fully-scaled mirror. Amazingly, 
each and every fish I caught 

over the winter was excreting 
bait all over the mat. 

Some of the other lads 
using the bait were having 
incredible results as well. 
Steve Cliff had 50-fish hits 
from Brasenose; Jack Funnell 
had over 26 fish from St Johns, 

and Rob Burgess caught fish 
to over 40lb from Oxlease.

If you are planning a trip to 
this fantastic complex during 
the winter, be open-minded. Take 
the zig kit, some sweetcorn and, 
most importantly, the Manilla, 
as it really is something else.

28

The big fully from Manor Farm, the 
trickiest lake on the complex.

If they are on you, 
don't be afraid to keep 
the bait going in.

One of the beautiful golden 
commons that reside in Manor Farm.

Cloudy Manilla is full of attraction 
and releases a huge cloud around 
the baited area.



WINTER
BOIL IE  F ISHING

A D A M  P E N N I N G
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Winter Boilie Fishing
Adam Penning

After nearly two decades 
of using a cold-water 
approach that revolved 

around maggots, for the last 
couple of years much of my 
winter angling has reverted to 
straight boilie fishing. Clean, 
simple and very effective, and 
it made a refreshing change.

Don’t get me wrong, on 
some waters I think the 
maggot-and-crumb approach 
is still the best way forward 
when it’s really cold, but I 
have found that some venues 
respond surprisingly well 
to straightforward, whole 
boilies. On reflection, this 
could actually be down to the 
fact that the Manilla is such 
an outstanding cold-water 
bait, because I have to 
say that the last couple of 
winters have been spent 
using a version of it, and 
that was the period when I 
noticed the results elevate. 

The testing and 
development was very 
successful for all of us, and 
I’d go as far to say that it 
revolutionised my winter 
angling. I would never have 
believed that whole boilies 
would out-fish a crumb-and-
maggot approach when it 

The original and still 
the best, CLO, a key 
ingredient in the Manilla.

Adding Cloudy Manilla to 
a standard winter mix will 
improve it dramatically.

Glugging the pop-ups in 
the hook bait dip gives 
them added attraction.

Boilie crumb is 
a real winner on 

tricky venues.

▶

A stunning 34lb mirror 
from Chilham Mill, one 
of the highlights of an 
enjoyable winter on there.



was really cold, but it did, 
and by quite some margin. It 
is important to bear in mind 
that on really finicky venues, 
using a mix of Manilla crumb, 
Cloudy Manilla, maggots, 
and maybe a dash of Baileys, 
will be an edge, and we 
do need it in the armoury. 
However, as I have already 
mentioned, my approach more 
recently has been simpler 
and more straightforward. 

Applying Manilla boilies 
with the throwing stick, 
catapult and, where required, 
the Spomb, has resulted in 
some very impressive winter 
action from several different 
venues. I have found that 
fishing high pop-ups of match-
the-hatch bait during the 
daylight hours, and reverting 
to wafters and stringers 
during darkness, has enabled 
me to get the best from two 
feeding scenarios that I found 
to be distinctly different. 
In the dark, the fish were 
tentatively grubbing about 
in the silt, and a bait popped 
up even a couple of inches 
would often be ignored, while 
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Winter Boilie Fishing
Adam Penning

a bottom bait or wafter would 
stand a much better chance 
of being picked up, simply 
because it was where they 
were expecting to find food. 
Conversely, during the daylight 
hours, a more obviously 
available pop-up of maybe 
three inches was absolutely 
deadly. Once I realised 
this distinct difference in 
feeding habits, I was able 
to capitalise throughout 
the whole 24-hour clock. 

As is always the case with 
my angling, my whole winter 
revolved around sight fishing, 
and I was constantly looking 
for fish activity. If you look 
hard enough, and for long 
enough, then there are almost 
always some signs. I move 
myself into position and apply 
bait accurately to the area, 
always just enough to get a 
bite – maybe 50 baits per rod 
if it isn’t too cold, and just 
stringers if it’s really icy. 
There is no doubt in my mind 
that the Manilla is a major 
breakthrough in boilie design, 
and in cold water it really 
does come into its own.

The Manilla has worked 
wonders during testing 

and since its release.

Wafters produced the
goods during the day.

Adam fished with match-the-
hatch pop-ups, high off the 

lake bed, during the day.
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Canal Carping
Marc Cavaciuti

01:→

02:→
03:→

04:→

05:→

C A N A L  C A R P I N G  T O P  T I P S

Keep an eye out for 
the boat traffic.

Fish tight to
the boats.

Bright toppers can 
get instant bites.

20mm Manilla – the 
perfect winter feed.

Keep mobile and try 
different spots.

CANAL
and shelter in constant supply.

I like to bait a few spots where 
I believe the carp are holding up. 
A 20mm bait would be advised, 
due to the population of smaller 
fish such as bream and roach, 
which can be quite a pain.
Manilla has been superb for me 
since I started using it, as carp 

absolutely adore it and it works 
so well in the colder months. 

You don’t need to bait heavily, 
just give them a few handfuls 
here and there. Try fishing for an 
hour in one spot, before moving 
to the next one. This does mean 
travelling light, but on short 
sessions that’s easily achieved.

Finally, I like to tip my baits 
with a fleck of colour, and the 
combination of a Signature Pop-
up sitting on top of the Manilla 
has been a devastating tactic 
for many anglers, me included. 
It adds extra attraction, bright 
colour and size to the bait, 
again to avoid the bream.

The canals are a great 
place for catching carp 
in the winter. The fish 

aren’t always huge, but they 
offer great sport for short day 
and evening sessions. Because 
they are often seeking cover 
and shelter in winter, the fish 
are easier to locate and catch 
too. I look for any overhanging 
bushes or trees and, most 
importantly, moored boats. Carp 
often live under these boats, 
especially barges that have 
people permanently living on 
them. Everything they could 
want is there, with warmth, food 
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THE NEW STICKY 
WEBSITE

News, articles, stockists, products, whether your on  
the bank, or at your desk, stickybaits.com offers you  
all the latest information ready at your finger tips.




